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Program First Quarter 2008  

February 20, 2008 
LOCATION  

1200 Westlake, Seattle WA 

 McCormick & Schmicks 

TIME  

5:30 pmð8:00pm 

 

DETAILS:  

Board Meeting ( Open )  4:30 
pm 

Program 5:30 ς 8:00pm 

Topic: Understand LEED Pro-
jectsτDesign, cost, and imple-
mentation. 

Guest speakers include: Craig 
Norsen of Seneca Group, Les 
Gerstmann of BLRB Architects, 

We have just submitted our first 
Quarterly Report to the Regional 
Board, and I wanted to share 
these goals which outline the 
next steps and direction of Chap-
ter 45. 

 

Succession planning begins 
now!  Our Board & Committee 
Positions will be re-established 
by member voted elections this 
summer.   In an upcoming Pro-
gram we will explain the voting 
procedure.  We need your in-
volvement in as much/ or as 
little capacity as you can offer.  
GOAL #1 ð Board/ Commit-
tee Planned Succession 

CONTINUED ON PG. 3  

It was one year ago I was look-
ing for an educational resource 
for Estimators and found the 
ASPE website.  A year ago I 
was playing phone tag with Ed 
Walsh ( Executive Director 
ASPE National) , and Chris 
Morton (ASPE  NW Regional 
Governor), and made the state-
ment , ò ésure I can make a 
couple phone calls and run a 
meeting I suppose, this wonõt 
take up too much time will it? ó.   
Itõs a great credit to the team of 
people who have made this a 
reality, I canõt help but be ex-
cited to see our gains each 
month. 

 

MEMBERSHIP  
STARTS WITH JIM  
RYNEARSON at:  

jimr@ebidsystems.com  
 
TJ Schwertfeger  
253.446.3421 
tjs @AbsherNW.com 

 
Mike Vowels  
425.765.7165 
MikeVowelsInc @msn.com 

 
Jim Buchan  
503.285.7100 
Jim.buchan@alliance-
industrial.com 

 
STANDARDS /  
COMMUNCIATION 
David Craig 
425.258.1303 

 
EDUCATION 
David Westmoreland 
425.519.7322               
dvwestmoreland@pcl.com  

 

PROGRAM 
Chuck Holcom 
cholcom 
@walshconstructionwa.com 

 
FINANCE 
David Gray 
206.726.8000                   
david.gray@skanskausa.com  

 

SECRETARY 
Brian Slate 
425.392.7544  

Brad Pease of LEED® AP, Jack 
Avery of Sellen Construction, 
and Peter Dobrovolny of the 
City of Seattle Green Building 
Program. 

 

MARCH 19 

Program 5:30 ς 8:00pm 

Overview of Structural  

Systems 

 

APRIL 16 

Board Meeting ( Open )  4:00 ς 
5:00pm 

Program 5:30 ς 8:00pm 

Preconstruction Services 
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A STRONG START TO 2008...  

A message from the president...  

 

MAY 21 

Program 5:30 ς 8:00pm 

Bidding a Project 

 

JUNE 18 

Program 5:30τ8:00 pm 

GC Questions 

 

To be a guest speaker or offer 

ideas for program suggestions, 

please contact Chuck Holcom 

(e-mail: cholcom 

@walshconstructionwa.com) 
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Our January program topic was on escalation and predicting costs 
to manage in competitive estimating environments. 

 

Martin Conner , Chief Estimator of  Turner Construction  presented 
some of his findings with their company resource, the Turner Cost 
Index. His message included forecasting residential work was down, 
commercial workup, and subcontractors are at a premium here in 
Western Washington.   His prediction: stabilization but escalation 
not going away, expect 6%-8%/yr increases across projects. 

 

Mike Cooper with  Tucci & Sons a local contractor involved with 
excavation, utilities and  asphalt addressed  petroleum impacts,  dis-
cussing trends such as only 30 day pricing guarantees from suppli-
ers, and oil refineries are finding ways to process alternatives  . 

 

Glacier NW local aggregate and concrete added observations such as 
consumer price Index shows 6%-9% escalation past year citing fuel 
as the driver,  market demands such as fly ash ð China creating 
shortage.  Nick Marks õs  Prediction: Glacier is using escalator 
clauses, and sees 2008  leveling off, but still 3%-4% increase. 

 

Jim Buchan owner, Alliance Industrial Group steel fabricator & erector 
as of today, predicting 12%-20% escalation this year.  Steel remains 
a moving target, AISC shapes up $.03 - $.05 /lb last month, raw 
iron & scrap pricing is up, labor shortage is increasing installation 
pricing, and rebar is dipping, but will rise.  Jimõs Prediction: utilizing 
òcommon piecesó to mitigate availability and order iron early! 

 

Bob Brodie, Matheus Lumber shares a different perspective since 
lumber prices are down to 1955 pricing driven by residential turn-
down. He  cautioned that the market is not expected to change bar-
ring fires or mill closures.  Additionally, he adds a warning on im-

ports, òsome are offgradeé too low is too low in this marketó. 

 

Emerald Aire  an HVAC Contractor discussed trends in the me-
chanical systems market, citing specific causes of escalation  
driven from material ( steel aluminum and copper), as well as R22 
elimination requirement.  The change from R22 to R410A comes 
with a 60% price increase.    Efficiency regulations will drive a 
30%  increase Jan. 1, 2008.  Union labor contracts  are  up 3% - 
4% and due to shortages, many subs are paying overscale.  An-
other trend was cited from Brinks Lawsuit by truck drivers 
whereby employees are paid òon-the-clockó once they are in a 
company car.  This is adding increased labor costs.    Doug 
Happeõs Prediction: Material escalations forecast : sheet metal:  18
-19% raw cost, add 22-23% for gross profit = 28% increase, fully 
marked up.  Price increases have just happened (typically happen 
only once a year), 2008 may not follow that trend. 

 

Jeff Casino of  Sequoyah Electric echoes Emerald Airesõ concerns 
starting with steel & copper.  Historically, 1995-2007 saw minimal 
escalation compared to the period 2000-2007 with a 175% in-
crease that fluctuates on a weekly basis.  Steel  shows overall  58%
-62% increase since 2000, and oil prices affect PVC so costs are 
up 20%-25%.  His industry is trying to mitigate escalation by 
tracking costs and bulk buying of copper. 

 

Chuck Holcom opens floor for Q&A: 

Question: Sample Buildingñballpark cost increases? 

Lumber ð 6% 

Steel ð use $3600/ton for structural, $5/lb for misc., 
$300/tread for stair towers 

Discussion revolving around getting subs locked in early. 

Weôd like to send out a special thanks to the speakers at our January meeting: Mike Coo-

per of Tucci & Sons, Nick Mark  of Glacier NW, Jim Buchan of Alliance Industrial, Bob 

Brodie of Matheus Lumber, Martin Connor  of Turner, Doug Happe of Emerald Aire, and 

Jeff Casino of Sequoyah Electric. Your words were greatly appreciated! 

THANKS TO JANUARY PROGRAM SPEAKERS  
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Letter from President  

Continuedé 

Call for Instructors !  Estimating Education is ASPEõs busi-
ness.  We need to know who we can contact to offer our ex-
pertise to industry.  GOAL #2 ð Establish a pool of 3-5 
qualified representatives of Professional Estimators for 
Industry educational speaking. 

 

Call for Certified Professional Members !  Echoing with Goal 
#2, would be to see our own members become more excellent 
than they already are !  GOAL #3 ð Graduate 3 CPE mem-
bers in 2008. 

 

Chapter 45 is a Trade Member Associate, affiliated with 
ASPE National ( a not for profit educational organization).   
Please consider making a corporate donation  of   $200 - $500 
to help us continue to support the costs of bringing a monthly 
quality program to this area.  We would be pleased to offer you 
as much ( or as little) recognition in return !  Participate in 
Chapter fundrasiers, or offer suggestions on ògreat eventsó for 
your committee to pursue.   GOAL #4 ðBudgetary Goals to 
be met or exceeded. 

 

We currently have 37 active members.  Our  membership 
goal for 2008 is 50.  Is there someone you feel would benefit 
from ASPE?  Let us know ð weõll send them a personal invita-
tion to the next Program!  GOAL #5 ð 37% New Member 
Growth! 

 

The gloves are off !  We are pursuing Chapter Awards, a 
recognition establishing the quality and caliber of Puget 
Sound Chapter 45 when compared to other Chapters region-
ally, and nationally.   GOAL #6 ð Apply for ( and ulti-
mately win)  a legacy of Chapter Awards that promote 
ASPE in the Northwest Region. 

 

Reminder about Board Meetings -  the Board and Commit-
tee of Chapter 45 has chosen to meet every other month.  
Meetings are open, feel free to join us  one hour prior to 
Programs in February, April, June, August, October, and 
December.  GOAL #7 ð Acquire Direct Member Feed-
back. 

 

How do we market ASPE?  GOAL 8 ð Creative Market-
ing Ideas. 

 

òEstimators Just Want to Have Fun !ó ð GOAL 9 ðLet us 

know your ideas to incorporate  a Fun Event or Pro-

gram attraction! 

Chuck Holcom ( Walsh/ Chapter Programs) Center, 

with Turner Constructionõs Alex Ngyuen and John 

Edwards.  

Darhl Edwards, Next John Edwards, Chris Bjork & Kirk Alm 

Dave Ratzke, Sellen Construction;  Glen Laurence, Sellen Construc-
tion; Roger Nickell & David Craig, Builders Exchange of Washington 


